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First-time voters were thrust to

the heart of the election

campaign yesterday amid signs

of extraordinary volatility among

younger members of the

electorate.

Nick Clegg, the Liberal

Democrat leader, urged young

people to “take charge of your

country” and told them to make

sure they registered to vote

before tomorrow’s 5pm

deadline.

Mr Clegg’s decision to pitch his

message to younger voters

reflects the huge prize available

to parties that can mobilise the

traditionally untapped support

of students and first-time

voters.

A YouGov poll for today’s Sun

puts Mr Clegg’s party on 33 per

cent, the Conservatives on 32

and Labour on 26 per cent.

Among younger voters, while

Labour’s support appears broadly

static and declining, support has

see-sawed between the other two

parties.

Separate figures from YouGov

show that many 18 to 34-year-olds

have already switched their voting

intention once since April 1,

meaning that parties which target

younger voters could reap huge

rewards.

On April 1, as the campaign

began, YouGov found Tory support

among 18 to 34-year-olds at 37 points, Labour on 31 and the

Liberal Democrats on 20.

But the manifesto launches and the first TV debate appear to

have prompted a huge switch, reversing the Tories’ 17-point

advantage over the Liberal Democrats into a 17-point deficit.

Figures produced over the weekend show that young people now

put the Liberal Democrats in front on 41, Labour on 28 and the

Tories languishing third on 26.

Young people are more fickle because they have not formed

loyalties with a particular party — and may now never do so,

according to John Curtice, Professor of Politics at the University

of Strathclyde. “It is not necessarily to do with the fact they are

young, it is that they are disproportionately uncommitted,” he

said.

Peter Kellner, president of YouGov, has suggested that many

older voters are unlikely to be swayed in the course of the

election campaign and will go to the ballot box without prompting.

Even though fewer than a quarter of 18 to 24-year-olds are
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